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(Students should check the web site for easy access to online reading and for any changes to the course schedule.) 

 
Purpose and Place in the Curriculum 
 
Biblical Hermeneutics is a junior/second-year level core requirement in the M.Div., M.A. (CE) and M.A. 
(Theological Studies) degree programs.  It may serve as a free elective in the M.A. in Missiology 
program.  BIB520, Introduction to Biblical Studies, or its equivalent is prerequisite.  Biblical 
Hermeneutics is designed to provide foundational instruction in exegetical method and a basic 
introduction to hermeneutics.  It is a prerequisite course for exegetical and biblical theology courses at 
NTS.   
 
Course Vision 
 
If God were to really bless this course, students would forever approach biblical texts with an appropriate 
blend of confidence and humility.  There would be confidence that when the methods they have learned 
are applied to the text those methods will open up meaning that will allow God to speak from his word a 
message that is coherent with the original purpose of the author and with the whole of biblical revelation.  
There would be humility that the method neither controls nor limits the power of the Holy Spirit to speak 
through the text.  There would be confidence that every exercise of exegesis may produce the joyful 
surprise of being addressed by God in unexpected ways.   
 
That combination of hermeneutical expertise and openness to the Holy Spirit would unleash a generation 
of preachers, teachers, and writers profoundly convinced that God’s Word can speak in a meaningful way 
every time it is read, preached, or taught. Should this vision for students begin to happen the church 
would be shaped by biblical truth toward conformity with the will of God with a depth, power, and 
directness never before experienced.  The world would discover fundamental differences of values and 
assumptions of reality between itself and the followers of Christ.  The biblical vision of evangelism and 
discipleship would be fulfilled.  May God rekindle and increase the vision of hearing him speak to us 
through his word! 
 
Course Caution 
 
Because this course takes a strongly methodological approach to the interpretation of Scripture you may 
discover some of your meaningful and fondly held understandings of the Bible challenged.  It is not the 
purpose of the course to undermine, much less attack, personal faith.  It is the conviction of the professor 
and the experience of most alumni of the course that faith is strengthened by a stronger understanding of 
and capacity to interpret Scripture with methodological self-awareness.  However, such fruits require both 
the disciplined work expected in this class and the maintenance of an expectant spirit toward the Bible. 
 

mailto:bratcher@crivoice.org
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Course Objectives 
 
At the conclusion of this course the student should be able to: 
(1) distinguish formational and informational reading of Scripture and to engage in both, 
(2) identify the primary characteristics and shapers of the major periods in the history of the 

interpretation of the Bible, 
(3) recognize, describe, and practice the major methodologies employed in twentieth century biblical 

interpretation, 
(4) describe the way in which the Bible functions authoritatively in a community of faith, 
(5) describe the way the Bible developed – from beginning to contemporary versions, 
(6) explain how the application of textual critical principles enable one to analyze textual variants 

and arrive at a most probable reading of the original text, 
(7) explain the strengths and weaknesses of the various contemporary English versions, 
(8) use computer resources to gain access to the biblical languages, 
(9) describe and practice a method of interpretation that incorporates the historical context, the 

literary structure and context, and theological content  of a passage to arrive at the textual 
meaning, 

(10) demonstrate the appropriate steps of exegesis for a specific passage of Scripture, 
(11) articulate the reason for and importance of a method of interpretation, 
(12) understand the terminology used in technical discussions of Scripture and its interpretation, 
(13) understand the usefulness of and use appropriately a variety of resources, 
(14) describe the major theological themes of Old and New Testaments as a framework in which to 

interpret particular passages, 
(15) apply the principles of interpretation to be able to hear the message of the text in light of the 

historical, literary, and theological contexts, 
(16) and articulate and apply a strategy for arriving at an appropriate application of a text to 

contemporary life. 
 
Course Textbooks 
  
The Bible:  If you do not work in the Hebrew and Greek text a modern translation such as NRSV, NASB, 
or NIV should be used.  The professor will use the NRSV as his basic version in class with illustrations 
from other versions and his own translation. 
 
Required Texts: 

Callen, Barry L. and Thompson, Richard P. eds. Reading the Bible in Wesleyan Ways: Some 
Constructive Proposals. Beacon Hill Press, 2004. 

Davis, Ellen F. and Hays, Richard B. eds. The Art of Reading Scripture. William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 2003. 

Klein, William W., Blomberg, Craig L., and Hubbard, Robert L. Jr. Introduction to Biblical 
Interpretation. Revised and Updated Ed. Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2004. 

deSilva, David A. New Testament Themes. St Louis: Chalice Press, 2001. 
Matthews, Victor H. Old Testament Themes. St Louis: Chalice Press, 2000. 

 
Recommended Texts: 
 

Bray, Gerald. Biblical Interpretation: Past & Present. InterVarsity Press, 1996. 
Soulen, Richard N. and Soulen, R. Kendall. Handbook of Biblical Criticism. 3rd ed. Revised and 

Expanded. Westminster John Knox Press, 2001. 
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Other Class Materials: 
 

You will find required class materials, study guides, Power Point presentations, class exercises, 
worksheets, and other class materials, as well as links to supplemental reading and resources on the 
CRI/Voice, Institute website (hereafter referred to as “the website”) and its mirror site:  
http://www.crivoice.org/NTS/herm/herm06.html
http://www.cresourcei.org/NTS/herm/herm06.html
This material is available for student use in this class. However, most of the material is copyrighted 
by CRI/Voice or individual authors and it is not in the public domain. 

 
Course Plan 
 
Because of the intensive nature of this module course, the course work will include pre-class work, in-
class exercises and assignments due during the two weeks of the class, and post-class reading and 
assignments. 
 

A note on submitting assignments electronically:  All pre-course work and assignments due during 
the class are due in hard copy form.  Because of the volume of e-mail I receive and the high security 
settings I must maintain because of the web site, it is too risky to send material via e-mail (I do not 
use Blackboard for this course).  In unusual and rare cases, with permission, assignments may be sent 
via e-mail if the “Guidelines for Submitting Assignments Electronically” are followed.  They can be 
found at:  http://www.crivoice.org/NTS/electronic.html.  Post-class assignments should be given to 
the Deans’ Administrative Assistant (Pam Rider) or mailed to me directly (address provided later). 

 
Pre-Class Work 
 
Because of the intensive nature of this course it would be extremely helpful for a significant portion of the 
textbook mastery to be achieved prior to the beginning of the class (in professor jargon, “extremely 
helpful” is a non-legal way of saying “pretty much essential to get a decent grade”). The following 
assignments are designed for that purpose.   
 
Pre-Class Assignment #1 – Read the books by Matthews and deSilva.  For each book write (1) a brief 
outline of each chapter; then (2) write an essay of approximately 500 words (about five short paragraphs, 
1 1/2 pages double spaced) in which you describe the most significant contribution each book can make 
to your interpretation of Old and New Testament passages respectively.  These outlines and essays are 
due at the beginning of class Monday, May 22, 2006. 
 

Except for the worksheets, written papers should follow the formatting guidelines found in 
“Formatting for Written Assignments” at http://www.crivoice.org/NTS/format.html. 

 
Pre-Class Assignment #2 – Read Klein, pp. 3-62, Davis/Hays, pp. 69-142, and study the Power Points 
entitled, (1) “Jewish Exegesis,” (2) “Patristic Exegesis,” (3) “Reformation Interpretation,” and (4) 
“Twentieth Century Developments.”  Give special attention to the material mentioned on Study Guide #1.  
Quiz #1 (see below) will be available Monday May 22 at the beginning of class and is due no later than 
Tuesday, May 23, 2006 by 6:00 PM.  
 
Pre-Class Assignment #3 – Read Klein, pp. 63-131, Davis/Hays, pp. 9-65, and study the Power Point 
entitled, “How We Got Our Bible.” Give special attention to the material mentioned on Study Guide #2.  
Quiz #2 (see below) will be available Tuesday May 23 at the beginning of class and is due no later than 
Wednesday, May 24, 2006 by 6:00 PM. 
 

http://www.crivoice.org/NTS/herm/herm06.html
http://www.cresourcei.org/NTS/herm/herm06.html
http://www.crivoice.org/NTS/electronic.html
http://www.crivoice.org/NTS/format.html
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Quizzes for Pre-Class Assignments- To master the history of interpretation two take-home quizzes will 
be given during the first week of class.  Study guides to assist in preparing for the quizzes and to guide 
your study of Davis/Hays and Klein, et. al (hereafter Klein) are available on the web site.  The quizzes are 
open book quizzes, but have time limits.  You should have already read and studied the material 
according to the study guide before the beginning of class. Read through the assigned pages, giving 
special emphasis to the study guide before opening the quiz.  Each quiz will be given to you in an 
envelope.  When you are ready open the envelope and take the quiz, noting your starting, stopping, and 
total time.  The time limit is one hour for each quiz. You may take longer, but must record the time spent.  
The quizzes are due according to the following schedule: 
 
Quiz #1: no later than Tuesday, May 23, 2006 by 6:00 PM 
Quiz #2: no later than Wednesday, May 24, 2006 by 6:00 PM 
 
Two Week Intensive Class Schedule 
 
This chart represents an approximate schedule of the subjects that will be covered and the teaching 
methodologies that will be used during class times.  Times and topics are tentative depending on class 
interaction. 
 
Day 6:00-6:45 6:45-7:30 B 7:45-8:45 8:45-9:30 
Mon. 
May 
22 

Syllabus Review; 
Importance and Need 
of Hermeneutics – 
Lecture 

Interpretation within 
the Biblical Material – 
Lecture 

 Jewish Interpretation–
Lecture with 
worksheets in groups, 
Class Exercise #1 

Role of OT in NT – 
Lecture with 
worksheets in groups,  
Class Exercise #2 

Tues. 
May 
23 

Patristic/Medieval; 
Reformation and Post 
Reformation Interp – 
Lecture 

Enlightenment and 
Pietistic Interpretation 
– Lecture; 
Class Exercise #3 

 19th Century; Early 
and Mid 20th Century 
Interpretation – 
Lecture 

Foundational Issues: 
Inspiration and 
Authority – Lecture; 
Class Exercise #4 

Wed. 
May 
24 

Foundational Issues: 
Development and 
Function of the Canon 
– Lecture 

Foundational Issues:  
Translation theory/ 
Versions – Lecture;  
Class Exercise #5 

 Textual Criticism – 
Lecture  

Context and Book 
Reading –  
Class Exercise # 6 

Thurs 
May 
25 

Inductive Analysis – 
Lecture 

Poetry, Metaphor, and 
Symbolism – Lecture; 
Class Exercise #7 

 Word Meanings – 
Lecture;  
Worksheet #1 Assign 

Historical Exegesis – 
Lecture;  
Worksheet #2 Assign 

Fri. 
May 
26 

Cultural/Sociological 
Exegesis – Lecture; 
Worksheet #3 Assign 

Word Meanings –  
Worksheet #1 review 

 Genre and Form 
Criticism – Lecture 

Form Criticism 
Illustration – Lecture;  
Class Exercise #8 

Mon. 
May 
29 

Narrative Analysis -  
Lecture; 
Class Exercise #9 

Historical, 
Cultural/Sociological 
Exegesis –  
Wrks #2 & #3 review 

 Rhetorical and Socio-
Rhetorical Analysis – 
Lecture 

Source and Redaction 
Criticism – Lecture; 
Worksheet #4 Assign 

Tues. 
May 
30 

Source and Redaction 
Criticism –  
Worksheet #4 review 

Grammatical Analysis 
– Lecture;  
Class Exercise #10 

 Syntactical Analysis – 
Lecture;  
Worksheet #5 Assign 

Computer Resources 
Demonstration 

Wed. 
May 
31 

Theological Exegesis – 
Lecture;  
Worksheet #6 Assign 

Syntactical Analysis –
Worksheet #5 review 

 Application of a Text- 
Lecture;  
Worksheet #7 Assign 

Resources for Exegesis 

Thurs 
June 

1 

Theological Exegesis – 
Worksheet # 6 review 

Application of a Text –  
Worksheet #7 review 

 Spiritual Reading – 
Lecture;  
Worksheet #8 Assign 

Post-class assignments 
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Assignments during the Two-Week Intensive Period 
 
1.  Class Exercises - Ten class exercises will be available on the website.  You should download all of 

them prior to coming to class and have them printed out for use in the class sessions according to 
the schedule indicated above.  You will be placed in a small group to work through these exercises, to 
respond to class discussion on them, and to correct any mistakes you make in them. At the end of the 
two-week session all ten class exercises will be due (fastened together and clearly identified with your 
name).  They will be graded as a package. There may be additional class exercises/worksheets used 
during the course that are not specifically assigned. 

 
2.  Worksheets – A total of 8 worksheets will be assigned beginning near the end of the first week of 

class.  These worksheets will be located on the website.  You should download these so that they are 
available to you. The worksheets should be prepared before the class session they are to be reviewed.  
You may fill in the worksheets via paper or digitally (they will be available in MS Word .doc format).  
You need to have a copy of your completed worksheet with you at the time it is listed for review in 
class.  You are free to take notes and even modify your answers as a result of the review process.  
However, the notes and modifications should be distinguishable from your original work.  (Use 
another color of ink or italic fonts if done on the computer.)  Worksheets 1-7 are due at the end of the 
class day on which they are reviewed.  Worksheet 8 is due with other assignment on June 23. 

 
Post-Class Session Work 
 
1. Outside Reading – Old Testament Interpretation - 160 pages of material found in the Old 

Testament Interpretation section of the bibliography must be read.  It is recommended that you read 
the first 160 pages of John Bright, The Authority of the Old Testament.  At least five copies of it are 
available on reserve in the library.  If it is not available you may read from another one or selections 
from several sources in the Old Testament Interpretation section of the course bibliography.  A 
(double-spaced, typed) report of 300-500 words summarizing and evaluating this reading will be due 
on Friday, June 23.  In service and modular students wanting to read Bright’s book should do so 
during the two weeks of seminar or make arrangements to acquire the book through purchase or 
another library. 

  
2. Callen/Thompson Report -  After carefully reading the Callen/Thompson text, write a review and 

evaluation of the book of at least 800 words (about 3 1/2-4 pages, double spaced).  The review should 
give evidence that the entire book has been read.  You should conclude your essay with some 
observations on whether or not a Wesleyan hermeneutic is possible and if so, what might characterize 
it.  The report is due on Friday, June 23.  

 
3. Exegetical Paper -  The major project for the class will be a full exegesis paper of 4000 to 5000 

words.  Each student should select a passage of Scripture upon which to do this exegetical report and 
submit it to the professor for approval by the end of the first week.  The paper should contain full 
historical, cultural, literary, and theological exegesis of the passage and a brief (no more than 500 
words) statement of the direction contemporary application could go with the passage based on the 
exegesis.  It should also include a short section on the interpretation of the passage by significant 
interpreters in Christian history such as Origen, Chrysostom, Augustine, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, etc.  
The paper will be due on Friday, July 21.  
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Due Date Summary Calendar 
 
May 22 Pre-class Assignment #1 
May 23 Pre-class Assignment #2/Quiz #1 
May 24 Pre-Class Assignment #3/Quiz #2 
May 29 Worksheets #1 and #2 and #3 are due 
May 30 Worksheet #4 is due 
May 31 Worksheet #5 is due   
June 1 Worksheets #6 and #7 and the Class Exercises Packet are due 
June 1 Course Evaluation is due 
June 23 Worksheet #8 is due 
June 23 Callen/Thompson Report is due 
June 23 Old Testament Interpretation Reading Report is due  
July 21 Exegetical Paper is due 
 
Grading 
 
Class work will contribute to the final course grade according to this formula: 
 deSilva/Matthews Review    10% 

2 Quizzes over Davis/Hays, Klein @ 7% each  14% 
 1 Package of 10 Class Exercises      8% 
 8 Class Worksheets @ 2% each    16% 
 Outside Reading Report     10% 
 Callen/Thompson Report    12% 
 Exegetical Paper     25% 

Attendance and participation/group work     5%  
 
Late work may result in reduction of the grade.  Also, because of the accelerated format of the course and 
the nature of its content, attendance in 100% of every session is imperative. Do not plan other activities 
of any kind that conflict with attendance in class. Absence will affect borderline grades.  
 
It is the commitment of NTS and of this professor to make every reasonable effort to facilitate the 
learning of students capable of graduate level seminary work.  Any student who has a condition that may 
prevent full demonstration of her or his abilities (e.g., difficulty seeing or hearing, dyslexia or other 
learning disabilities) should contact the professor immediately, or as soon as possible, to discuss learning 
needs, alternatives which have worked for the student in the past, and mutually acceptable 
accommodations to ensure the student's full participation and appropriate evaluation in the course. 
 



Biblical Hermeneutics 7 of 15 Dennis Bratcher 

Bibliography 
 
Old Testament Interpretation 
 
Bright, John. The Authority of the Old Testament.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1967. 
Achtemeier, Elizabeth. The Old Testament and the Proclamation of the Gospel. Philadelphia: The 

Westminster Press, 1973. 
Achtemeier, Elizabeth. Preaching from the Old Testament. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 

1989. 
Allen, Ronald J. and Holbert, John C. Holy Root, Holy Branches: Christian Preaching From the Old 

Testament. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995. 
Anderson, Bernhard W. ed. The Old Testament and Christian Faith: A Theological Discussion. New 

York: Harper & Row, 1969. 
Baker, D. L. Two Testaments: One Bible. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1976. 
Broyles, Craig C. ed. Interpreting the Old Testament: A Guide for Exegesis.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book 

House, 2001. 
Goldingay, John. Approaches to Old Testament Interpretation: Updated Edition. Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 1990. 
Greidanus, Sidney. Preaching Christ from the Old Testament: A Contemporary Hermeneutical Method. 

Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1999. 
Holmgren, Fredrick C. The Old Testament & the Significance of Jesus: Embracing Change – Maintaining 

Christian Identity. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1999. 
Longman, Tremper, III. Making Sense of the Old Testament: Three Crucial Questions.  Grand Rapids: 

Baker Book House, 1999. 
Rendtorff, Rolf. Canon and Theology: Overtures to an Old Testament Theology. Minneapolis: Fortress 

Press, 1993. 
Westermann, Claus, ed. Essays on Old Testament Hermeneutics. Richmond, VA: John Knox Press, 1963. 
 
General Texts in Hermeneutics and Exegetical Method 
 
Barton, John, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Biblical Interpretation. Cambridge: The University 

Press, 1998. 
Barton, John. Reading the Old Testament: Method in Biblical Study.  Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 

1984. 
Black, David Alan and Dockery, David S. eds. New Testament Criticism & Interpretation. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan Publishing House, 1991. 
Broyles, Craig C. ed. Interpreting the Old Testament: A Guide for Exegesis.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book 

House, 2001.  
Carson, D.A. Exegetical Fallacies. Second Edition. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1996. 
Corley, Bruce;  Lemke, Steve; and Lovejoy, Grant. Biblical Hermeneutics: A Comprehensive 

Introduction to Interpreting Scripture. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1996. 
Dockery, David S., Mathews, Kenneth A., and Sloan, Robert B., eds. Foundations for Biblical 

Interpretation: A Complete Library of Tools and Resources. Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1994. 

Dyck, Elmer. ed.  The Act of Bible Reading: A Multi-disciplinary Approach to Biblical Interpretation.  
Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1996. 

Fee, Gordon D. New Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and Pastors, 3rd ed. Louisville: 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2002. 

Fee, Gordon D. To What End Exegesis?: Essays Textual, Exegetical, and Theological.  Grand Rapids: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2001. 

Funk, Robert. Language, Hermeneutic and Word of God.  New York: Harper & Row, 1966. 



Biblical Hermeneutics 8 of 15 Dennis Bratcher 

Goldingay, John. Models for Interpretation of Scripture.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1995. 
Green, Joel B. ed. Hearing the New Testament: Strategies for Interpretation. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 

Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1995. 
Greenstein, Edward L. Essays on Biblical Method and Translation.  Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1989. 
Gruenler, Royce Gordon. Meaning and Understanding.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991. 
Hayes, John, and Holladay, Carl. Biblical Exegesis: A Beginner's Handbook.  Atlanta: John Knox Press, 

1987. 
Jaspers, David. A Short Introduction to Hermeneutics. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004. 
Johnson, Elliot E. Expository Hermeneutics: An Introduction.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990. 
Kaiser, Otto, and Kummel, Werner Georg. Exegetical Method: A Student's Handbook.  New York: 

Seabury Press, 1963. 
Kaiser, Walter C. and Silva, Moises. An Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics: The Search for Meaning.  

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994. 
Kaiser, Walter C. Toward an Exegetical Theology.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1981. 
Kearley, F. Furman, Myers, Edward P., and Hadley, Timothy D., eds. Biblical Interpretation: Principles 

and Practices: Studies in Honor of Jack Pearl Lewis. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1986. 
Lundin, Roger, ed. Disciplining Hermeneutics: Interpretation in Christian Perspective.  Grand Rapids: 

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1997. 
Lundin, Roger; Walhout, Clarence; and Thiselton, Anthony C. The Promise of Hermeneutics.  Grand 

Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1999. 
Marshall, I. Howard, ed. New Testament Interpretation: Essays on Principles and Methods.  Grand 

Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1977. 
McGown, Wayne and Massey, James Earl, eds. Interpreting God's Word for Today: An Inquiry into 

Hermeneutics from a Biblical Theological Perspective.  Anderson, IN: Warner Press, 1982. 
McKenzie, Steven L. and Haynes, Stephen R, eds. To Each Its Own Meaning: An Introduction to Biblical 

Criticisms and Their Application.  Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1993. 
McKnight, Scot. ed. Introducing New Testament Interpretation.  Guides to New Testament Exegesis, vol. 

1. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1989. 
Mickelsen, A. Berkeley. Interpreting the Bible.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1963. 
Morgan, Robert, with Barton, John. Biblical Interpretation.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1988. 
Osborne, Grant R. The Hermeneutical Spiral: A Comprehensive Introduction to Biblical Interpretation.  

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1991. 
Patte, Daniel. Ethics of Biblical Interpretation: A Reevaluation. Louisville: Westminster John Knox 

Press, 1995. 
Satterthwaite, Philip E. and Wright, David F., eds. A Pathway into the Holy Scripture.  Grand Rapids: 

Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1994. 
Silva, Moises. Explorations in Exegetical Method: Galatians as a Test Case.  Grand Rapids: Baker 

Books, 1996. 
Silva, Moises. Has the Church Misread the Bible?  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1987. 
Smart, James D. The Interpretation of Scripture.  Philadelphia: Westminster, 1961. 
Stein, Robert H. A Basic Guide to Interpreting the Bible: Playing by the Rules. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Books, 1994. 
Stendahl, Krister. Meanings: The Bible as Document and as Guide.  Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1984. 
Stuart, Douglas. Old Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and Pastors. 3rd ed. Louisville: 

Westminster John Knox Press, 2001. 
Tate, W. Randolph.  Biblical Interpretation: An Integrated Approach, Revised Edition.  Peabody, MA: 

Hendrickson Publishers, 1997. 
Thiselton, Anthony C. New Horizons in Hermeneutics: The Theory and Practice of Transforming Biblical 

Reading.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992. 
Thiselton, Anthony C. The Two Horizons: New Testament Hermeneutics and Philosophical Description 

with Special Reference to Heidegger, Bultmann, Gadamer, and Wittgenstein.  Grand Rapids: 
Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1980. 



Biblical Hermeneutics 9 of 15 Dennis Bratcher 

Tiffany, Rederick C. & Ringe, Sharon H. Biblical Interpretation: A Roadmap. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 
1996. 

Tuckett, Christopher. Reading the New Testament: Methods of Interpretation.  Philadelphia: Fortress 
Press, 1987. 

Virkler, Henry A. Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation.  Grand Rapids: 
Baker Book House, 1981. 

Voelz, James W. What Does This Mean? Principles of Biblical Interpretation in the Post-Modern World, 
2nd ed. Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1997. 

Westermann, Claus, ed. Essays on Old Testament Hermeneutics.  Richmond, VA: John Knox Press, 1963. 
White, J. Benton. Taking the Bible Seriously: Honest Differences about Biblical Interpretation. 

Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1993. 
 
Revelation, Inspiration, and Authority of Scripture 
 
Abraham, William J. The Divine Inspiration of Holy Scripture.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1981. 
Abraham, William J. Divine Revelation and the Limits of Historical Criticism. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 1982. 
Achtemeier, Paul J. Inspiration and Authority: Nature and Function of Christian Scripture. Peabody, 

MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1999, a revised and enlarged edition of The Inspiration of 
Scripture: Problems and Proposals. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1980. 

Barr, James. The Scope and Authority of the Bible.  Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1980. 
Barlett, David L. The Shape of Scriptural Authority. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1983. 
Braaten, Carl E. and Jenson, Robert W. eds. Reclaiming the Bible for the Church. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 

Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1995. 
Brueggemann, Walter. The Book that Breathes New Life: Scriptural Authority and Biblical Theology.  

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2005. 
Burgess, John P. Why Scripture Matters: Reading the Bible in a Time of Church Conflict. Louisville, KY: 

Westminster John Knox Press, 1998. 
Carson, D.A. and Woodbridge, John. eds. Hermeneutics, Authority, and Canon.  Grand Rapids: Baker 

Books, 1995 (reprint), previously published in Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 1986. 
Goldingay, John. Models for Scripture.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1994. 
Hanson, Paul D. The Diversity of Scripture: A Theological Interpretation.  Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 

1982. 
Jodock, Darrell. The Church's Bible: Its Contemporary Authority.  Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1989. 
Marshall, I. Howard. Biblical Inspiration.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1982. 
Robinson, H. Wheeler. Inspiration and Revelation in the Old Testament.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1946. 
Rogers, Jack B. and McKim, Donald K. The Authority and Interpretation of the Bible: An Historical 

Approach.  San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1979. 
Rogers, Jack, ed. Biblical Authority.  Waco, TX: Word, Inc., 1977. 
Work, Telford. Living and Active: Scripture in the Economy of Salvation. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 

Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2002 
 
Textual Criticism, Canon, and Translation 
 
Abraham, William J. Canon and Criterion in Christian Theology: From the Fathers to Feminism. 

Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998. 
Barrera, Julio Trebolle. The Jewish Bible and the Christian Bible: An Introduction to the History of the 

Bible. Leiden: Brill, 1998. 
Barton, John. Holy Writings, Sacred Text: The Canon in Early Christianity. Louisville, KY: Westminster 

John Knox Press, 1998. 
Beckwith, Roger. The Old Testament Canon of the New Testament Church. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 
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Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1986. 
Black, David Alan and Dockery, David S., eds. New Testament Criticism & Interpretation.  Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1991. 
Black, David. New Testament Textual Criticism: A Concise Guide. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1994. 
Brotzman, Ellis R. Old Testament Textual Criticism: A Practical Introduction.  Grand Rapids: Baker 

Books, 1994. 
Brueggemann, Walter. The Creative Word: Canon as a Model for Biblical Education. Philadelphia: 

Fortress Press, 1982. 
Carson, D.A. The Inclusive Language Debate: A Plea for Realism. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998. 
Comfort, Philip Wesley. The Quest for the Original Text of the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Book House, 1992. 
Gamble, Harry Y. The New Testament Canon: Its Making and Meaning. Guides to Biblical Scholarship. 

Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985. 
Grant, Frederick Clifton. Translating the Bible.  Greenwich, CN: Seabury Press, 1961. 
McDonald, Lee Martin, and Sanders, James A. eds. The Canon Debate. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson 

Publishers, 2002. 
Metzger, Bruce M. The Text of the New Testament: Its Transmission, Corruption, and Restoration. 3rd 

enlarged edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992. 
Metzger, Bruce M. The Canon of the New Testament: Its Origin, Development, and Significance. Oxford: 

Clarendon Press, 1987. 
Patzia, Arthur G. The Making of the New Testament: Origin, Collection, Text & Canon.  Downers Grove: 

InterVarsity Press, 1995. 
Scorgie, Glen G.; Strauss, Mark L.; and Voth, Steven M. eds. The Challenge of Bible Translation: 

Communicating God’s Word to the World. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003. 
Sheeley, Steven M. and Nash, Robert N. Jr. The Bible in English: An Essential Guide. Nashville, TN: 

Abingdon Press, 1997. 
Strauss, Mark L. Distorting Scripture? The Challenge of Bible Translation & Gender Accuracy.  

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998. 
von Campenhausen, Hans. The Formation of the Christian Bible. trans. J.A. Baker. Philadelphia: Fortress 

Press, 1972. 
Wall, Robert W. and Lemcio, Eugene E. The New Testament as Canon: A Reader in Canonical Criticism. 

Journal for the Study of the New Testament Supplement Series 76. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic 
Press, 1992. 

Wegner, Paul D. The Journey from Texts to Translations: The Origin and Development of the Bible. 
Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1999. 

Wurthwein, Ernst. The Text of the Old Testament: An Introduction to Biblia Hebraica. 4th ed. trans. 
Erroll. F. Rhodes. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,1979. 

 
The History of and Contemporary Issues in Interpretation 
 
Bray, Gerald. Biblical Interpretation: Past & Present.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1996. 
Dockery, David S. Biblical Interpretation Then and Now: Contemporary Hermeneutics in the Light of the 

Early Church.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1992. 
Froehlich, Karlfried, ed. and trans. Biblical Interpretation in the Early Church. Sources of Early Christian 

Thought. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985. 
Fishbane, Michael. Biblical Interpretation in Ancient Israel.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1985. 
Grant, Robert M. and Tracy, David. A Short History of the Interpretation of the Bible. 2nd revised and 

enlarged edition. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1984. 
Hall, Christopher A. Reading Scripture with the Church Fathers. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 

1998. 
Harrisville, Roy and Sundberg, Walter. The Bible in Modern Culture: Theology and Historical-Critical 

Method from Spinoza to Kasemann. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
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1995. 
Hayes, John H., ed. Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation, 2 vols. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1999. 
Jones, Scott J. John Wesley’s Conception and Use of Scripture.  Nashville: Abingdon Press (Kingswood 

Books), 1995. 
Kee, Howard Clark, ed. The Bible in the Twenty-First Century.   Philadelphia: Trinity Press International, 

1993. 
Longenecker, Richard H. Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Period.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 

1975. 
McKim, Donald K., ed. A Guide to Contemporary Hermeneutics: Major Trends in Biblical 

Interpretation.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1986. 
McKim, Donald K. Ed. Historical Handbook of Major Biblical Interpreters.  Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 1998. 
McKnight, Edgar V. Post-Modern Use of the Bible.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1988. 
Neuhaus, Richard John, ed. Biblical Interpretation in Crisis: The Ratzinger Conference on Bible and 

Church.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1989. 
Rogerson, John, Rowland, Christopher, and Lindars, Barnabas. The Study and Use of the Bible.  Grand 

Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1988. 
Russell, Letty M., ed. Feminist Interpretation of the Bible.  Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1985. 
Sadowski, Frank, ed. The Church Fathers on the Bible: Selected Readings. New York: Alba House, 1987. 
Uffenheimer, Benjamin and Reventlow, Henning Graf, eds. Creative Biblical Exegesis: Christian and 

Jewish Hermeneutics through the Centuries.  Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1988. 
Young, Frances M. Biblical Exegesis and the Formation of Christian Culture. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1997. 
 
Historical Method 
 
Braaten, Carl E. History and Hermeneutics. Vol. II, New Directions in Theology Today. Philadelphia: 

Westminster Press, 1966. 
Buss, Martin, J. Encounter with the Text: Form and History in the Hebrew Bible.  Philadelphia: Fortress 

Press, 1979. 
Finegan, Jack. Handbook of Biblical Chronology. Revised Edition. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson 

Publishers, 1995. 
Halpern, Baruch. The First Historians:The Hebrew Bible and History. San Francisco: Harper  & Row, 

1988. 
Krenz, Edgar. The Historical-Critical Method. Guides to Biblical Scholarship. Philadelphia: Fortress 

Press, 1975. 
Long, V. Philips. The Art of Biblical History.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994. 
Miller, J. Maxwell. Old Testament and the Historian. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1976. 
 
Literary Methods and Issues 
 
Aune, David. The New Testament in Its Literary Environment.  Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1989. 
Barr, James. The Semantics of Biblical Language.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1960. 
Caird, G. B. The Language and Imagery of the Bible.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 

Company, 1997.  Previously published in Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1980. 
Exum, J. Cheryl and Clines, David J. A. eds. The New Literary Criticism and the Hebrew Bible. Valley 

Forge, PA: Trinity Press International, 1994.  
Foss, Sonja K. Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration and Practice.  Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, 

1989. 
Gibson J.C.L. Language and Imagery in the Old Testament. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 

1998. 
Goppelt, Leonhard. Typos: The Typological Interpretation of the Old Testament in the New.  Grand 
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Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1982. 
Green, Garrett, ed. Scripture Authority and Narrative Interpretation.  Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1987. 
Johnson, Marshall D. Making Sense of the Bible: Literary Type as an Approach to Understanding. Grand 

Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2002. 
Kennedy, George A. New Testament Interpretation through Rhetorical Criticism.  Chapel Hill, NC: 

University of North Carolina Press, 1984. 
Krugel, James L. The Idea of Biblical Poetry: Parallelism and Its History.  New Haven, CN: Yale 

University Press, 1981. 
Long, Thomas G. Preaching and the Literary Forms of the Bible.  Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1989. 
Longerman, Tremper. Literary Approaches to Biblical Interpretation.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1987. 
Porter, Stanely E. and Carson, D.A. eds. Discourse Analysis and Other Topics in Biblical Greek. Journal 

for the Study of the New Testament Supplement Series 113. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 
1995. 

Prickett, Stephen. Words and the Word: Language, Poetics, and Biblical Interpretation.  Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1986. 

Ricoeur, Paul. Essays on Biblical Interpretation.  Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1980. 
Ryken, Leland; Wilhoit, James C.; and Longman, Tremper III. eds. Dictionary of Biblical Imagery. 

Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998. 
Seung, T.K. Structuralism and Hermeneutics.  New York: Columbia University Press, 1982. 
Silva, Moises.  Biblical Words and Their Meaning: An Introduction to Lexical Semantics.  Revised and 

Expanded Edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994. 
Sternberg, Meir. The Poetics of Biblical Narrative: Ideological Literature and the Drama of Reading.  

Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1985. 
 
Cultural, Sociological, and Social-Scientific Approaches 
 
Boring, M. Eugene, Berger, Klaus, and Colpe, Carsten. eds. Hellenistic Commentary to the New 

Testament.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995. 
Horsley, Richard A. Archaeology, History and Society in Galilee: The Social Context of Jesus and the 

Rabbis. Valley Forge, PA: Trinity Press International,  1996. 
Kee, Howard Clark.  Knowing the Truth: A Sociological Approach to New Testament Interpretation.  

Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1989. 
Keener, Craig S. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament. Downers Grove, InterVarsity 

Press, 1993. 
Kille, D. Andrew. Psychological Biblical Criticism. Guides to Biblical Scholarship, Old Testament 

Series. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000. 
Pilch, John J. and Malina, Bruce J. eds. Biblical Social Values and Their Meanings: A Handbook. 

Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1993. 
Walton, John H., Matthews, Victor H., & Chavalas, Mark W. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: 

Old Testament. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2000. 
 
Theological Issues in Interpretation 
 
Green, Joel B. And Turner, Max, eds. Between Two Horizons: Spanning New Testament Studies & 

Systematic Theology.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2000. 
Greidenus, Sidney. Preaching Christ from the Old Testament: A Contemporary Hermeneutical Method. 

Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1999. 
Johnston, Robert K., ed. The Use of the Bible in Theology: Evangelical Options.  Atlanta: John Knox 

Press, 1985. 
O’Collins, Gerald and Kendall, Daniel. The Bible For Theology: Ten Principles for the Theological Use 

of Scripture. Mahwah, New Jersey: Paulist Press, 1997. 
Scalise, Charles J. From Scripture to Theology: A Canonical Journey into Hermeneutics.  Downers 
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Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996. 
Schneiders, Sandra M. The Revelatory Text: Interpreting the New Testament as Sacred Scripture. 

Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1999. 
Stuhlmacher, Peter. Historical Criticism and Theological Interpretation of Scripture, tr. by Roy A. 

Harrisville.  Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1979. 
Watson, Francis. Text, Church and World: Biblical Interpretation in Theological Perspective.  Grand 

Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1994. 
Watson, Francis. Text and Truth: Redefining Biblical Theology.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans 

Publishing Company, 1997. 
 
Applied Hermeneutics/Contextualization 
 
Bailey, Raymond. ed.  Hermeneutics for Preaching: Approaches to Contemporary Interpretations of 

Scripture. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1992. 
Brueggemann, Walter. Interpretation and Obedience.  Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1991. 
Carson, D.A. Biblical Interpretation and the Church: The Problem of Contextualization.  New York: 

Thomas Nelson, Publishers, 1984. 
Dietrich, Walter and Luz, Ulrich. The Bible in a World Context: An Experiment in Contextual 

Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2002 
Fee, Gordon D. Gospel and Spirit: Issues in New Testament Hermeneutics.  Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 

1991. 
Fee, Gordon D. Listening to the Spirit in the Text. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 

2000. 
Gonzalez, Justo L. Santa Biblia: The Bible Through Hispanic Eyes.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996. 
Greidanus, Sidney. The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text: Interpreting and Preaching Biblical 

Literature.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1988. 
Hauerwas, Stanley. Unleashing the Scripture: Freeing the Bible from Captivity to America. Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 1993. 
Hesselgrave, David J., and Rommen, Ed. Contextualization: Meanings, Methods, and Models.  Grand 

Rapids: Baker Book House, 1989. 
Johnson, Luke Timothy.  Scripture & Discernment: Decision Making in the Church. Nashville: Abingdon 

Press,  1996. 
Larkin, William L. Culture and Biblical Hermeneutics: Interpreting and Applying the Authoritative Word 

in a Relativistic Age.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1988. 
McKim, Donald K. The Bible in Theology & Preaching: How Preachers Use Scripture.  Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 1993. 
Mosala, Itumeleng J. Biblical Hermeneutics and Black Theology in South Africa. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 

Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1989. 
Moulton, Elna. Reading a New Testament Document Ethically. Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 

2002. 
Mulholland, M. Robert.  Shaped by the Word: The Power of Scripture in Spiritual Formation. Nashville: 

The Upper Room, 1985. 
Wilson, Paul Scott. God Sense: Reading the Bible for Preaching.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2001. 
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Vocabulary and Resource Lists 
 
Vocabulary  
 
There will be no direct assignment for these terms beyond that covered in the Study Guides. However, 
they will be used throughout the course, in much of your readings for the course, as well as in 
commentaries and biblical studies in general. Students would be wise to learn their meaning. Soulen’s 
Handbook of Biblical Criticism in an invaluable tool here. 
 
Aktionsart 
Alexandrian School 
allegory/allegorical 
amphictyony 
Analogy of Faith 
Antiochene School 
apocalyptic 
apocrypha 
apodictic 
Augustine 
Autographs 
Biblical Theology 
canon 
canonical criticism 
casuistic 
chiasm 
conflict story 
connotation 
corporate personality 
Counter Reformation 
covenant 
Dead Sea Scrolls 
deconstruction 
deliberative rhetoric 
demythologize 
denotation 
diachronic 
diatribe 
discourse analysis 
docetism 
dynamic equivalence 
Enlightenment 
epideictic rhetoric 
farewell speech 

form criticism 
gloss 
gnostic/gnosticism 
haggadah 
halakah 
Haustafeln 
Heilsgeschicte 
hermeneutical circle/spiral 
household codes 
hyperbole 
inclusio 
inerrancy 
Jamnia 
Jerome 
Jesus of history 
Josephus 
judicial rhetoric 
kerygma 
kethubiim 
Maccabees 
majority text 
manuscripts 
masoretes/masoretic text 
midrash 
Mishnah 
morphology 
Nag Hammadi 
narrative criticism 
nebihiim 
New Hermeneutic 
Origen 
O. T. Pseudepigrapha 
Parallelism 
Patristic Period 

pericope 
pesher 
Philo 
Protestant Reformation 
proverb 
pseudonymous 
Quest(s) for Hist. Jesus 
Qumran 
redaction criticism 
Religionsgeschicte 
Renaissance 
Rhetoric 
Rule of Faith 
Scholasticism 
Semitisms 
sensus plenoir 
septuagint 
sola scriptura 
source criticism 
structuralism 
synchronic 
syntax 
Talmud(s) 
Targum 
Tendenz Criticism 
textual criticism 
topos 
torah 
Tradition criticism 
Tubingen School 
typology/typological 
Vulgate 
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Resources  
 
You should become familiar with the basic format and content of each of the following resources 
in such a way that you can select the resource that provides the kind of information you need.  
 
Anchor Bible 
Anchor Bible Dictionary 
John Calvin’s Commentaries 
The Bible Speaks Today 
The Daily Study Bible 
Explanatory Notes on the New Testament (by John Wesley) 
Explanatory Notes on the Old Testament (by John Wesley) 
Harper’s Bible Dictionary 
Hermeneia 
International Critical Commentary 
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 
International Theological Commentary 
Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching 
The Interpreter’s Bible Dictionary 
The New Bible Dictionary 
The New Century Bible 
New International Biblical Commentary 
The New International Commentary on the New Testament 
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 
New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology 
New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis 
The New Interpreter’s Bible 
The Old Testament Library 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament 
Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 
Tyndale New Testament Commentaries 
Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries 
Word Biblical Commentary 
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